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SUBJECT: IN REJECTING ELECTIONS IN RHODESIA, DAILY MAIL 
EDITORIAL IS OUT OF STEP WITH GRZ POLICY. 

SUMMARY: LEAD EDITORIAL WHICH GOES WELL BEYOND OFFICIAL 
GRZ POLICY, ARGUES THAT BECAUSE PATRIOTIC FRONT IS 
FIGHTING SMITH, ITS RIGHTS AND INTERESTED MUST BE INCLUDED 
IN ANY RHODESIAN SOLUTION. THE CONCEPT OF FREE ELECTIONS 
IS MISUIDED BECAUSE IT PROVIDES A MEANS BY WHICH MILITARILY 
POWERLESS POLITICAL FIGURES UNDER SOUTH AFRICAN INFLUENCE 
COULD SNATCH THE FUIRTS OF THE NATIONALISTS" STRUGGLE. END 
SUMMARY. 

1 . AUGUST 18 ZAMBIA DAILY MAIL EDITORIAL ARGUES THAT FREE 
ELECTIONS IN RHODESIA ARE NOT FEASIBLE. AS "INTERESTED 
PARTIES, THE BRITISH AND AMERICANS ARE SEEKING A SOLUTION 
FOR THE PHODESIAN PROBLEM. SINCE THEIR PROPOSALS ARE "NOW 
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BEING CONSIDERED BY THE PARTIES CONCERNED IN EARNEST, IT IS 
ALSO TIME THAT THE INTERESTS OF THE NATIONALISTS AND IN 
THIS CASE THE PATRIOTIC FRONT ARE ALSO CONSIDERED IN EARNEST." 

THE ANGLO-AMERICAN PROPOSALS HAVE FOR THEIR OJBECTIVE FREE 
ELECTIONS THROUGH WHICH THE PEOPLE OF RHODESIA CAN ELECT A 
GOVERNMENT OF THEIR CHOICE. EDITORIAL ASSERTS THAT MUZOREWA 
AND SITHOLE ARE STOOGES OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN REGINE. THEY 
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ARE NOT ACTORS IN TLA POWER GAME BECAUSE THEY HAVE FAILED TO 
EXERT MILITARY PRESSURE ON SMITH. THE CONCEPT OF FREE 
ELECTIONS WOULD HAVE TO INCLUDE THEM AND "WHEN STOOGES LIKE 
MUZORWEA AND SITHOLE WIN ENOUGH SEATS TO FORCE EVEN A 
COALTION GOVERNMENT THEY WILL BE IN AS AGENTS OF SOUTH 
AFRICANS". FOR THE PATRIOTIC FRONT CADRES WHO HAVE BORNE 
THE BRUNT OF THIS WAR, THIS IS EXPECTING TOO MUCH. "WHATEVER 
THE VIEWS OF PRESIDENT CARTER AND PRIME MINISTER JAMES 
CALLAGHAN, THE REALITIES OF THE SITUATION IN RHODESIA ARE 
THAT THE PATRIOTIC FRONT HAVE PUT INTO THE WAR IN RHODESIA 
TOO MUCH OF THEIR BLOOD AND ROUGH WORK TO BE DENIED THE PRIZE 
OF THE WAR THROUGH SUCH IRRELEVANCIES AS THE SO-CALLED FREE 
ELECTIONS". 

COMMENT: ALMOST CERTAINLY THIS EDITORIAL REFLECTS NEITHER 
OFFICIAL GRZ NOR PATRIOTIC FRONT POLICY. FROM PRESIDENT KAUNDA 
ON DOWN, ZAMBIAN OFFICIALS HAVE ARGUED THAT ZAMBIAN RECOGNITION 
OF THE PATRIOTIC FRONT SHOULD NOT BE INTERPRETED AS A MANEUVER 
TO IMPOSE A GOVERNMENT ON AN INDEPENDENT ZAMBABWE. 

RATHER, THE PEOPLE OF ZIMBABWE SHOULD BE FREE TO CHOOSE THEIR 
LEADERS. THE EDITORIAL EVEN GOES FURTHER THAN THE EXTREME 
BARGAINING POSITION ADVANCED BY THE PATRIOTIC FRONT. THE 
PF TO OUR KNOWLEDGE HAS NOT REJECTED ELECTIONS, RATHER IT 
HAS INSISTED THAT ANY ELECTIONS HELD SHOULD BE CARRIED OUT 
BY AN INTERIM GOVERNMENT UNDER ITS CONTROL. WE HAVE LEARNED 
THAT THE DAILY MAIL EDITOR ANTICIPATES A SHARP REPRIMAND 
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FROM STATE HOUSE FOR THE CONTENTS OF THIS EDITORIAL 
WHICH HE WROTE. 

LOW 
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